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ABSTRACT 

5 

A utility operates on a networked PC and periodically executes a callback process to 
capture data to create discrete events. The callback process is periodically started, 
and it writes an event Neither a frame period of 15 mins. has expired or the used 
10 application has changed, whichever is earlier. A protection program executes in 
parallel with a main program, both checking for a mutex of the other and re-starting 
the other if the mutex ceases to exist. Event data is automatically classified 
according to productivity classifications associated with applications. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-21,23 

Computer usage monitoring utility for operating as a 
background application transparently to the user to capture 
usage data indicative of the usage of the computer, 
comprising means for automatically determining a 
productivity classification for each used application 
identified in the usage data. 



2. claim: 22 

Computer usage monitoring utility for operating as a 
. background application transparently to the user to capture 
usage data indicative of the usage of the computer, 
comprising means for recording usage data in discrete 
events, in which there is an event at expiry of a periodic 
frame interval or when a used application changes, whichever 
is earlier, means for activating a callback process at 
periodic intervals to check for either of said conditions to 
exist and means for automatically determining a productivity 
classification for each event. 
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